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1. Context By SSS——

ASouth Coast estuari es are 0
typically have sandbars.

A Estuaries can be naturally permanently, seasonally or
Infrequently open to the ocean.

A Estuaries have relatively short life spans.

Wellstead Inlet Torbay Inlet Walpole Nornalup Inlet
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A Wilson Inlet normally open from July/Sept to Dec/Feb each
year I duration of opening relates to rainfall.

AArtificial opening
but regular breaching since 1929 -
relocation of the Albany-Nornalup
railway.

A Historically, optimum opening level
has been ~1m AHD.

A Natural openings are likely to have been 60-80 cm higher
than current opening level.



A Since 1955, the PWD, Shire of Denmark

Responsibilities e Sy

and Water Corporation have all had
responsibility to manage openings for
various periods.

The Water Corporation currently
responsible for opening the sandbar to
manage flooding in the Albany drainage
district (Lake Sadie, Sleeman & Cuppup
catchments).

A sandbar opening protocol outlines the
procedure and responsibilities for opening.
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History of Opening Location
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3. Community Input

A Community input has always played a major
role in determining sandbar opening location.

A Shire has generally supported western
openings.

A Western openings linked with Prawn Rock
Channel i an area developed as a tourism
node since 19500s.

A Argument for eastern openings linked to
greater salt water intrusion.




People Power - Examples > > > ===

A Public reaction against 8 years of eastern openings forced
PWD to alter opening location in 1963. PWD blamed for ruining
fishery and silting up the delta.

AShire opened sandbar in wester

A In 1990 & 1991, eastern openings were trialled. Public pressure
forced a change back to western openings in 1992.

A 19967 In response to WIMA proposal to trial eastern openings,
the Shire wrote to Minister for the Environment requesting
continual western openings. Minister agreed and directed
western openings to continue.

A Recent Shire survey indicated some community support for a
trial of eastern openings.



(§ This plcmap shows the present position at Wilson Inlet. Car and wan (circled) give an iden of the size of the area.
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Denmark Bulletin, 2009

Denmark Bulletin
1992

Denmark Bulletin, 2009

Denmark Post 1962

Denmark Post 1962

Denmark Bulletin 1996



