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1. Context
ÅSouth Coast estuaries are ówaveô dominated and 

typically have sandbars.

ÅEstuaries can be naturally permanently, seasonally or 

infrequently open to the ocean.

ÅEstuaries have relatively short life spans.

Wellstead Inlet Torbay Inlet Walpole Nornalup Inlet



ÅWilson Inlet normally open from July/Sept to Dec/Feb each 

year ïduration of opening relates to rainfall.

ÅNatural openings are likely to have been 60-80 cm higher 

than current opening level.

ÅArtificial openings date back to 1890ôs, 

but regular breaching since 1929 -

relocation of the Albany-Nornalup 

railway.

ÅHistorically, optimum opening level 

has been ~1m AHD.



ÅSince 1955, the PWD, Shire of Denmark 

and Water Corporation have all had 

responsibility to manage openings for 

various periods.

ÅThe Water Corporation currently 

responsible for opening the sandbar to 

manage flooding in the Albany drainage 

district (Lake Sadie, Sleeman & Cuppup 

catchments).

ÅA sandbar opening protocol outlines the 

procedure and responsibilities for opening.

Responsibilities



2. Sandbar Openings 1955 - present

West

0-100m

East 

300m+

Middle 

100-300m

Definitions vary. This is 

based on Rogers, 2000.
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3. Community Input

ÅCommunity input has always played a major 

role in determining sandbar opening location.

Å Shire has generally supported western 

openings.

ÅWestern openings linked with Prawn Rock 

Channel ïan area developed as a tourism 

node since 1950ôs.

ÅArgument for eastern openings linked to 

greater salt water intrusion.

Prawn Rock Channel



ÅPublic reaction against 8 years of eastern openings forced 

PWD to alter opening location in 1963. PWD blamed for ruining 

fishery and silting up the delta.

ÅShire opened sandbar in western location in 1970ôs.

Å In 1990 & 1991, eastern openings were trialled. Public pressure 

forced a change back to western openings in 1992.

Å 1996 ïIn response to WIMA proposal to trial eastern openings, 

the Shire wrote to Minister for the Environment requesting 

continual western openings. Minister agreed and directed 

western openings to continue.

Å Recent Shire survey indicated some community support for a 

trial of eastern openings.

People Power - Examples
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